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by three orifices, two of which communicated with intra-
pelvic abscesses, the third with a large collection of pus in
the right iliac fossa. The portions of innominate bone be-
yond the carious and blackened tissue suriounding the
cotyloid cavity were quite sound. Both lungs occupied by
very numerous nodules of miliary tubercle. Right kidney
lardaceous; the left affected with extensive scrofulous dis-
ease. Liver pale; weight 2 lb.

MISCELLANEOUS CASES.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

Herpes occurring during art arsenical course of treatment.-
The following case seems to favour the views of Mr. Hutch-
inson regarding the production of shingles after the internal
adminstration of arsenic. A woman affected with chronic

psoriasis, who some time previously had been treated by
large doses of arsenic, but had been compelled to discontinue
the remedy in consequence of suspicious symptoms, came
under the care of Dr. Duffin on Sept. 3rd. Smaller doses of
the liquor arsenicalis (three minims to be taken thrice
daily) were ordered; and this treatment was continued up
to the 19th, when itching of the conjunctive and a whitish
tongue indicated the full action of the remedy upon the
system. At the same time the patient complained of an
aching pain in the right shoulder and elbow, which on the
following day was associated with a copious and well-
marked eruption of herpetic vesicles over the integument
of the arm and forearm. No other part of the body was
similarly affected.

Spina bifida in an adult cured by puncture.-Mr. Henry
Smith has recently had under his notice in the out-patient de-
partment of the same hospital a man whose history, from
a surgical point of view, is of great interest. The patient,
who is thirty-two yeaa-s of age, and the father of four child-
ren, had previously been affected with a large congenital
swelling over the sacrum. The tumour was soft and fluc-
tuating, extensively attached and without any constricted
base, and covered by thin and tense integument, which fre-
quently became inflamed in consequence of pressure or of
slight blows. The tumour, which was undoubtedly due to
spina bifida, had been punctured on several occasions, but
without any permanent results. Some months since Mr.
Smith again made a small puncture, and drew off 22 oz. of
transparent serous fluid. This operation was followed by
acute inflammation of the walls of the cyst, and severe
general reaction, which placed the life of the patient in
great danger. He made, however, a very good recovery,
and now presents no trace of his former lesion, with the
exception of a slight fulness of the integument and a dis-
tinct depression in the centre of the sacrum.

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

Repeated !M7M<om/!/.&mdash;By a singular coincidence there have
been recently in the surgical wards of this hospital two
patients who have each undergone on more than one occa-
sion the lateral operation for stone. One case, under the
care of Mr. Cooper Forster, was that of a man, sixty years of
age, on whom lithotomy was performed in December, 1850,
again in April, 1851, and, for the third time, on the 31st of
August last. In each of the two early operations the cal- ’,
culus was of a brown colour, and crumbled under the ’,
forceps. The one recently removed was phosphatic, and of ’,
the size of a large kidney bean. This man had for some ’,
years been affected with a tight urethral stricture, compli-
cated with a perineal fistula, through which most of the
urine was passed. Mr. Forster cut into the bladder with a

probe-pointed bistoury, which was passed along the groove
of a staff introduced through the perineal opening. This

patient has since done well. The subject of the second case
is a middle-aged man, who has been twice cut for stone, by
Mr. Durham, since the commencement of the year 1868.
The calculi in this case were also soft and phosphatic. The
old symptoms have returned, and the patient is about to
undergo a third operation. In consequence of the extremely
sensitive state of this man’s urethra, and of the intolerance
of foreign bodies in this canal, lithotomy has been decided
upon as a preferable proceeding to crushing. ’

LONDON HOSPITAL.

Malignant disease of the testicle.-Mr. Maunder has at the
present time under his care a case which illustrates very
well the rapid and disastrous progress of malignant disease
of the testicle, and also indicates the great importance of a
close examination of the inguinal and abdominal glands in
the diagnosis and treatment of scrotal tumours. The patient
is a pale, cachectic-looking man, twenty-seven years of age,
whose right testicle was removed some three months since
at another hospital. The corresponding side of the scrotum
is now occupied by a large and foul ulcer, with exuberant
granulations; the stump of the spermatic cord is much
swollen; the inguinal glands on the same side are enlarged
and indurated; and the hypogastric and right inguinal
regions are distended by a large tumour, which is evidently
formed by diseased glands. This case, moreover, shows the

necessity of an examination of the scrotum in instances of
obscure abdominal tumour; as an enlarged testicle, or an
absence of the organ through surgical interference, will at
once indicate pretty clearly the nature of the disease.

Provincial Hospital Reports.
ROYAL SURREY COUNTY HOSPITAL.

COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF THE FEMUR.

(Under the care of Dr. STEDMAN.)
FOR the notes of this case we are indebted to Mr. Hopgood,

house-surgeon.
J. P-, aged forty-five, was admitted March 6th, 1869,

suffering from the above fracture. The patient was knocked
down by a horse, and the wheel of the waggon passed over
his thigh.
Upon admission he was found much exhausted. He was

placed in bed, and hot brandy-and-water given to him.
Upon removing his trowsers, which were covered with
hlood, a severe fracture of the femur was discovered, the
fragments moving about like a number of stones in a bag;
there was also a large wound on the outer and under side
of the thigh, and another on the anterior surface. The leg
was placed on a long splint, the wound dressed with car-
bolic-acid lotion, and a bandage applied over it. In three-
hours’ time the foot was very cold and feeling was almost
entirely gone, but he did not complain of pain. The bandage
round the upper part of the thigh was then loosened, hot
water bottles applied to the feet, and twenty-nve minims of
tincture of opium administered.
March 7th. &mdash; Passed a comfortable night j foot warm;

makes no complaint of pain.
8th.-Removed bandage and lint from wound; no suppu-

ration; looks healthy. Bandage and lint-to be reapplied.
12th.-Removed carbolic-acid lint; there is a little sup

puration, but the wound is now superficial. Small wound
healed. To have it dressed daily.
29th.-Has continued to improve up to this time, and has

felt no pain in leg from the first. Bandage and splint re-
moved. Wound nearly healed. Splint resrpplied.
May 20th.-Bandage and splint removed; wound healed;

starch bandage applied. To get up.
June Ist.-Allowed to use crutches.
6th.-Starch bandage removed.
10th.-He left the hospital this day, being able to get

about with a stick and crutch. Leg a quarter of an inch
shortened.

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS
AT FLORENCE.

WE have been favoured with the following letter from
Dr. W. Tindal Robertson, of Nottingham:-

Florence, Sept. 22nd, 1869.
I came on here from Venice, on Saturday, 18th, in order

to attend the first meeting of the Congress, which, accord-
ing to the programme which I received from the secretary
last week, was to commence on Monday. On arriving, how-
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ever, I found (much to my regret, having arranged to leave I
Florence on Saturday) that the opening of the Congress
was postponed until the 23rd ; whether in consequence of
the military manoeuvres which are attracting the whole of
the city to the neighbourhood of San Lorenzo, or of the in-
ability of one or two distinguished foreign savans to attend
before the 23rd, I could not ascertain. Both hypotheses
were broached in my hearing, and discussed with much
zeal and learning.
Making a virtue of necessity, therefore, I have been

doing the sights." Now, these in  Firenze la bella" are
thick as the leaves in (adjacent) Vallombrosa. Statues,
pictures, and all kinds of art treasures, exist in such pro-
fusion that to 11 do " them, in the ordinary acceptation of the
term, would require weeks, if not months. So, by the advice
of a learned Theban, who was my travelling companion
from Bologna, I went straight to my goal, and having
strolled round the marble-clad walls of the Cathedral, and
through some of the miles of galleries scattered through
the city, I halted only before Canova’s Venus, Raphael’s
Madonna, and the bronze gates of the Baptistry -three
objects alone worth crossing the Alps to look upon. One
need not be an art critic to recognise with delight and
admiration the glorious genius which created such works as
these. Differing as they do in character, they have all one
grand common feature-they are true to nature. And in
this, that men instinctively feel their truth, we recognise
the highest triumph of creative art.
Turning from these attractive to more everyday, and yet,

to travelling Englishmen, very important matters, I must
xecord my agreeable impression of the immense steps
which have been made in the cleanliness and sanitary ar-
rangements of the large towns of Italy through which I
have lately passed. In this respect it now much surpasses
tiermany. ranKiort, never very conspicuous tor its good
odour, seems now, in the matter of stinks, to surpass Co-
logne ; and in Munich, that otherwise delightful halting
place, the health arrangements are so bad that a friend of
mine advised me to visit "the three necessary objects,"
the Glyptothek, the Pinakothek, and the Apothek; " and
then," he said, " you will be glad to be off as soon as pos-
sible." In Italy, on the other hand, not only is more atten-
tion paid to personal and household cleanliness than before,
but-I speak on the authority of a gentleman who has spent
thirty years in the country-under the careful superintend-
ence of the present Minister of Public Works, the wretched
system of sewerage, which alike disgraced and debased the I
population, is undergoing a gradual process of renovation,
founded on approved principles of modern science. The
busy and cheerful aspect of the towns, the dismantling of
tumble-down huts, and the erection in their stead of new
and commodious habitations and business premises (which
struck me particularly on the quays in Venice), and the
excellent cultivation of the soil which one sees on every
side, all seem to augur well for the material prosperity of
this favoured land, now that she feels herself free from foreign
rule. The eloquent words which M. Bouillaud addressed,
at the Congress to-day, to the capitol city, may be fairly
applied to the country generally: " Salut, ville de Medicis,
Athenes de ]!Italie, ton nom est comme 1’embleme de ta glo-
Tieuse destinee. N’est-ce pas ici que sont ecloses lea plus
belles fleurs de 1’esprit humain?"
The members of our profession who attend this, the

second International Congress of Medicine, will have no
reason to complain of the reception accorded to them by
the Florentine Committee. A suite of most elegantly-
decorated rooms on the first floor of the principal hospital,
approached through an avenue of shrubs and flowers, and
adorned by pictures and statuary, is open daily from ten till
midnight for their use. A reading-room, supplied with
French, English, German, and Italian papers, and with a
library of reference, has also been prepared. A small guide
is presented to the stranger, which is truly a multum in
parro, and which, besides containing all necessary infor-
mation, literary, artistic, useful, and for the amusement
and refreshment of the inner man, concludes with a diary
in which the visitor may record his impressions and register
his appointments for each day. And at the end of the Con-
gress, a first-class railway pass on any of the Italian rail-
ways, "vale per i treni diretti," will send the doctors re-
joicing on their way. I devoted four hours on Tuesday
morning to a careful inspection of the great hospital 11 de

S. Maria Nuova," founded by Folco Portinari in 1288. It
contains, in addition to the wards for clinical medicine and
surgery, and midwifery (which latter are divided into Puer-
perio e Gravidanza Normale, and Puerperio e Gravidanza
Anormale, and struck me as the best arranged of the
whole), a large ward devoted to diseases of children, and
two enormous wards for males and females, each contain-
ing more than two hundred patients. Two small sentry-
boxes in the middle of the cruciform-shaped wards are de-
voted to the Director and Assistant-Director respectively,
and a smaller one is occupied by a sister of mercy, who acts
as superintendent of nurses. Of these the proportion is one
to about fifteen patients. Although the wards are lofty and
spacious, and moderately clean, there is an absence of that
appearance of comfort which characterises our English
hospitals ; and I noticed, especially in the children’s wards,
a cold and cheerless look which contrasted strongly with
the bright and pleasant home in London, with its toys, its
pictures, and other contrivances for the comfort of its little
inmates. There were no .serious surgical cases in the hos-
pital at the time of my visit. M. Vecchieti, of Florence,
who kindly accompanied me on my visit, could not, having
only recently attended the clinique, speak positively as
to the amount of erysipelas and pyaemia compared with
other large Italian or foreign institutions. It seems, how-
ever, that all cases of this kind, together with fever cases,
are removed and treated in separate parts of the building.
Hasmoptysis and rheumatism seemed to prevail largely, and
Bright’s disease is also common, in consequence, probably,
of the frequent changes of climate.
The Museum is rich in anatomical and pathological pre-

parations. The upper part of the body of a woman in whom
ossification of the muscles commenced at the age of fifteen,
and proved fatal by the extension of the disease to the
muscles of mastication and deglutition, is one of the most
curious preparations. There are also here some beautiful
drawings and wax models of skin diseases; and enclosed in
a separate case are the microscopical preparations of Pacini,
with the following inscription :&mdash;" Emicet in minimis maxi-
mus ipse Deus. Natura nunquam magis quam in minimis
tota.-Museo Micrographico, 1861." Here also are the cele-
brated petrified anatomical preparations of Segarto, and the
Medical Library, removed temporarily during the Congress
for the use of its members.

Sept. 23rd, 1869.
I have just returned from the first meeting of the

Congress, which promises to be a great success. It was
held in a large hall (formerly a chapel) annexed to the
offices of the Minister of Public Instruction. The chair
was taken by the Minister, M. Bargoni, who opened the
proceedings by an introductory address of congratulation
and welcome.

Dr. Palasciano, of Naples (Member of the Italian Parlia-
ment), one of the vice-presidents of the first Congress, and
to whose energy and foresight the arrangements of the pre-
sent meeting are mainly confided, gave a recapitulatory
account in French of the organisation and intentions of the
present assembly, and enlarged very tersely and eloquently
upon the advantages to be derived from this and future in-
ternational meetings in the cause of suffering humanity. I
hope to send you his address in my next letter.

After a brief opening address in Latin by Dr. Salvatore
de Renzi, of Naples, the President, a very spirited extem-
porary speech was made by Prof. Bouillaud, ex-President,
which was delivered with energy, and (contrasting very
favourably in this respect with the other addresses, which
were all read) was received with great applause.
The officers of the Congress were chosen, and the regular

business began. Of this and the subjects of discussion, I
hope to give you a brief account in a second communi-
cation.

SiR R. MURCHISON has received a letter from Sir
S. Baker, stating that he is ready for a start up the Nile,
and that he and his party are all well. He expects to hear
of Livingstone when he arrives south of the Albert river.
THE LeeJs Town Council has resolved to send an

invitation to the Social Science Association to hold their
next meeting in that town, on the understanding that the
amount required for expenses, about &pound;700, would be met
by private subscriptions.


